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Preface
This special issue is dedicated to Richard S. Varga on the occasion of his 80th birthday.
His enormous scientific contributions span many fields, including matrices and linear algebra,
numerical linear algebra, numerical analysis, complex analysis, and approximation theory.
Richard Varga was born in Cleveland of Hungarian-born parents in 1928. He received his B.S.
in mathematics from Case Institute of Technology (now Case Western Reserve University) in 1950
and his Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1954. After a few years at the Bettis Atomic Power
Laboratory in Pittsburgh, he became Professor of Mathematics at Case Institute of Technology
in 1960. In 1969 he moved to Kent State University as University Professor of Mathematics. At
Kent, Professor Varga has been the Director (1980–1988) and Research Director (1988–present)
of the Institute for Computational Mathematics. Upon his “retirement” from Kent State in 2006,
Varga was named Professor Emeritus.
Varga has published over 240 papers and 7 books, many of which have become classics, includ-
ing his seminal book Matrix Iterative Analysis. He has had 25 Ph.D. students, and he currently has
78 mathematical descendants. He received many honors, including a Guggenheim Fellowship, an
Alexander von Humboldt Professorship, the Hans Schneider Prize, and two honorary doctorates.
Among his many editorial contributions, we highlight his tenure as editor-in-chief of Numerische
Mathematik (1988–2002) and of the Electronic Transactions on Numerical Analysis (ETNA),
which he co-founded in 1993. He has been an editor of Linear Algebra and its Applications for
over 40 years.
But these numbers and impressive credentials fail to reflect the fact that Richard has had
an enormous influence on generations of mathematicians, as an organizer of conferences, as a
collaborator, and as a mentor. He has made many friends over the years, who appreciate his
intellect and his integrity. We are honored to have edited this volume dedicated to him.
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